PART III
COMMUNICATIONS – SIGNALS
CHAPTER XI
SIGNALS

Art.91 - Sound Signals :
A - Normal manoeuvre:
(1)The International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea signals.
One short blast : I am altering my course to starboard.
Two short blasts : I am altering my course to port.
Three short blasts: I am operating astern propulsion.
(2) The signal 5 or 6 short balasts repeated several times at short
intervals to say : I am reducing speed and may have to stop or

make fast.
At night besides the blasts, four to five long flashes with the Aldis lamp
or signal mast lamp.
(3)The signal one prolonged blast to attract attention.
The expression "short blast" means a blast of about 1 second duration.
The expression "prolonged blast" means a blast of 4 to 6 second
duration.

B - Obstruction in channel in all circumstances:
Whenever a vessel, which under any circumstance causes or finds
obstruction in the Channel, must right away warn the vessels in the
vicinity.
That warning is given by whistle or siren :

4 long blasts meaning : " The channel is not free".
That warning must be repeated every 3 minutes until vessels concerned
have answered in the same manner. As soon as they hear the signal
mentioned above, the vessels take steps to stop and instruct for Radio
Watch, to receive a full detail of the alert given by the vessel that sent the
said signal.
The vessel should maintain Radio Watch until otherwise advised.

C - Ship failure ( to dredgers ) :
In Case of engine or steering failure making the vessel not under command,
while approaching a dredger, the vessel has to give the signal :one long blast

followed by two short blasts ( - .. ).

D - Vessel mooring voluntarily for fog or sand storm :
During the mooring manoeuvre, the vessel sounds every 2 minutes a series of 6
short blasts.
One made fast { Signal No. 16 "G.V."( See Signal No. 16 ) hoisted }, the vessel must
ring rapidly the bell for 5 seconds at intervals not exceeding one minute. For
vessels of 100 meters and over, they will have to ring the bell forward and in
addition a gong aft, at intervals not exceeding one minute ( a gong or any other
instrument whose tone and sound will be different to that of the bell forward ).
These signals are stopped when the vessel is told that all vessels concerned have
been notified of her mooring.

E - Vessel aground or across:
See Art. 92 B - Obstruction in channel.

F - Between vessels and tugs :
(1)Vessel aground in the Canal :
Between a vessel aground in the Canal and a tug.
These signals are for manoeuvre of refloating, as long as the vessel has
one of the grounding signals:
Pull slowly

-.

Increase

-..

Stop

--

Slack the line

--.

I am going to let go

--..

These signals are to be repeated by the tug.

(2)Vessel towed in the Canal :
Between a vessel towed in the Canal and a tug.
Radiotelephony is used as communication between ship and tug,
besides the following signals :
By Day (flag)
Slow speed :"A" hoisted above bridge

At Night (sound)
-.

Half speed :"A" hoisted half way

-..

Normal tow:"A" hoisted right up

-...

Steady

--

:"A" lowered

( or sound signals if considered surer )
- The sound signals are to be repeated by the tug.
- The flag signal remains flying as long as the tug is to give the
signalled speed.
- By day, every change of flag signals is followed by a long blast.

G - Signals between VLCCs and escort tugs :
(1)Attention to start manoeuvre:
Several prolonged blasts given by the ship.

(2)Stern tug:
Bring my stern to starboard

.

Bring my stern to port

..

Keep my stern in the axis

...

Pull my stern aft slowly

....

Increase pulling my stern

...._

up to half speed astern

.....

Increase pulling my stern

....._

up to full speed astern

......

Stop pulling (very long blast)

____

(3) Forward tug:
Give me a push on starboard bow

_

Give me a push on port bow

__

Stop pushing

___

***

